Internshlps help teachers hone their skills
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About a dozen San Mateo County
educators are honing their teaching
gkillz at research centers this summer.
They are smong 120 instructors
in the Bay Area who are interning at
companies or universities through the
nonprofit Industry Initiatives for Sci-
ence and Math Education.
The Santa Clara-based organiza-
tion is celebrating 25 years of teaming

with businesses and higher-education
institutions to improve teaching and
learning in science and math,

The teachers are holding fellow-
ships in such places as research-and-
development com
tional in Menlo Park and software firm
Openwave in Redwood City.

Firat-time fellow Antoinette Vil-
larin, a South San Francisco middle-
school math teacher, recognized early
on that her summer as a research asso-

any SRI Interna-.

ciate at SRI would benefit the company
and students in her classroom.,

“T am fortunate to be working with
researchers on several different proj-
ects related to curriculum and dala
analysis,” she said.

Organizers said the fellowships give
teachers knowledge and strategies
to take back to the classrooms, and
participants provide eompanies and
universities with skilled summer em-
ployees,




